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UM News Tips
University Communications • The University of Montana • Missoula. MT 59812 • (406) 243-2522
April 4, 1997
M ONTANA’S BRIGHTEST YOUNG SCIENTISTS COMPETE AT UM APRIL 7-8
Middle and high school students from across Montana will converge at UM Monday and
Tuesday to exhibit their scientific endeavors.
The public is invited to view displays from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Monday, April 7, and from 8 to
11 a.m . on Tuesday, April 8, in the Harry Adams Field House.
High school students in grades 9 through 12 compete in 13 categories. The top two
individual winners and the top two team winners will win gold medals and an expense-paid trip to
the International Science and Engineering Fair in Louisville, Ky., May 10-16.
Students in sixth through eighth grade compete in physical and biological sciences. The top
award winners in the seventh and eighth grade categories receive silver and bronze medals.
"This gives students a chance to talk with PhD-level researchers in their field," said Andrea
Stephens, a member of Big Sky High School’s science department. "It also gives them recognition
for their efforts, their perseverance and their academic excellence."
Many of the students will exhibit research that compares to the level of some graduate
research at UM, said Jim Cusker, chair of the science department at Sentinel High School.
"This fosters academic excellence in an area that exploits creativity and originality," Cusker
said. "It also gives students with high work ethic a chance to excel."
The science fair was founded in 1955 by Reuben Diettert, UM professor emeritus of
botany. Jerry Esmay, chairman of UM ’s Department of Computer Science, has served as director
of the fair for the last nine years. Last fall Esmay’s hard work and dedication was recognized by
the Montana Science Teachers Association. The group honored Esmay with its Organization
Award during the Montana Education Association convention in October.

m
Contacts: Jerry Esmay, 243-2883; Jim Cusker, at Sentinel High School 329-5925 or at home,
549-4440; Andrea Stephens, at Big Sky High School, 329-5958 or at home, 542-1815.
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